Herbert Rowse Armstrong.
Mr Justice Darling
The deputy-clerk of assize—You say he is guilty, and that
is the verdict of you all?
The foreman of the jury—Yes.
The deputy-clerk of assize—Herbert Rowes Armstrong, you
stand convicted of the wilful murder of Katherine Mary Armstrong.
What have you to say why the Court should not now give you judg-
ment of death according to law?
The prisoner—Nothing.    (Silence was then proclaimed.)
Sentence.
Mr. justice darling—Herbert Rowse Armstrong, the jury,
after a long and careful investigation of the case, and after a
defence characterised by every quality which could induce a jury to
take a favourable view of your case, have come to the conclusion
that you are guilty of the awful crime with which you are charged;
and I feel bound to say that in that verdict of theirs I concur, and
consider that it was the only one which men who had any regard
to their oaths could have returned on the evidence which has been
given. The suggestion that your wife committed suicide was, to
my mind, absurd, and was supported by no evidence which could
render it not only probable, but possible. I say no more on that.
You have had a fair trial; you have been brilliantly defended; and
a jury of your countrymen have carefully considered their verdict.
It is my duty now merely to pronounce the sentence of the Court.
It is that you be taken hence to the place from whence you came;
that you be taken thence to a place of lawful execution; and that you
be there hanged by the neck until you be dead; that your body be
buried within the precincts of the prison in which you shall last be
confined; and may the Lord have mercy on your soul.
(The prisoner was removed.)
Mr. justice darling—Gentlemen of the jury, you have had
a most trying time and a most painful duty to perform, and you
have discharged it courageously. I wish personally that whenever
a jury is empanelled in Hereford you might serve upon it, because
of the intelligence you have brought to bear on the matter which
has been submitted to your investigation. But that would not he
just; and you are entitled to be excused, in consequence of the
labours you have had, which must have cost you a great deal,
and I shall excuse you all for twelve years from further service on
juries.
The attorney-general—Your lordship is aware that it is
possible there may be an appeal in this case. Your lordship indi-
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